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In Memoriam

Services in Memory of

Franklin

Wilson and Charles Hamlin
A.

by Penobscot Bar Association
at the Court House at Bangor, Maine
Thursday Afternoon, November Second

Nineteen Hundred and Eleven

Resolutions on Death of

Franklin A. Wilson
Resolutions on the death of Franklin A. Wilson, Esq.,
were presented by Charles H. Bartlett, Esq., as follows:
Franklin Augustus Wilson, President of this Bar, after
an active, arduous and continuous professional career
extending from the time of his admission to the Bar in
1856 to within a few years past, and after an extensive
and varied connection with financial and business affairs
of high importance continued to the end of his life, died
at his home in this city on July 2d, 1911, in his seventy
ninth year.
Resolved, That, in the death of Mr. Wilson, the legal
profession has lost a close friend and a high minded
counselor of the best ideals, the business community one
of its ablest members whose place will be difficult to fill
and the state one of its leading citizens whose kindly
nature, charitable disposition and companionable qualities
of heart and mind endeared him to all.
Resolved, That these resolutions be submitted to the
court with the request that the same be spread upon its
records.

Resolution on Death of

General Charles Hamlin
At a meeting of the Penobscot Bar to take action upon
the death of General Charles Hamlin which occurred at his
home in this city on the fifteenth day of May, the following
resolutions were unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That we realize by General Hamlin’s death
almost the last link has been removed between the lawyers
of today and those of a former generation, and that the
high ideals that characterized this Bar in its early days and
found in him their full expression are a rich inheritance
which we of today should jealously maintain.
We take pride in the gallant and faithful services which
General Hamlin rendered to his country in the days of the
Civil War, and we also take pride in the services which he
rendered in the days of peace to his state, his city, and his
fellow citizens. As a lawyer, as an exceptionally able
Registrar in Bankruptcy, as Reporter of Decisions, as
Speaker of the Maine House, and in all places of official dis
tinction which he was called from time to time to fill, he so
discharged his professional and official duties as to inspire
and retain the confidence of his clients and the public.
He was an extensive reader of the best there is in litera
ture, caring little for books that are ephemeral and entertain
only for a day. His manners were gentle, cordial and dem
ocratic, his ideals high, his integrity unquestioned, his per
sonality rich and winsome. He was devoted to his family,
and kind and loyal to his neighbors and friends. This brief
and imperfect tribute does but faintly express our high
appreciation of the man, the high regard in which he was
held by the members of the Bar and the deep sense of
loss we all personally feel at his death.
Resolved, That these resolutions be presented to the
Court with the request that they be entered upon its
records and a copy thereof be sent his family by the
Secretary.

Tributes to the Memory of

Franklin A. Wilson
Born November 6, 1832

Died July 2, 1911

Mr. Charles H. Bartlett’s Remarks
Mr. Wilson was born in the town of Bradford in this
County on November 6, 1832. The family soon after
moved to Bangor where he received his early education
in the public schools; later he entered Bowdoin College,
where he graduated in the Class of 1854.
Soon after graduation he began the study of the law in
the office of the late Chief Justice Peters and was destined
to become later his partner and lifelong friend. He was
admitted to this Bar on October 8, 1856, and practiced
law alone for about ten years until he entered into the
partnership with Judge Peters. The firm of Peters and
Wilson had a leading practice in this part of the State
and their names frequently appear as counsel in the Maine
Reports covering the period of the partnership, which was
dissolved in 1873 when the senior partner was appointed
a Justice of this Court. Mr. Peters, being a member of
Congress, great responsibility fell upon Mr. Wilson during
this period of his life (between the ages of thirty-five and
forty-one) and the manual labor was so severe (all writing
then being done with a pen) that he contracted a partial
paralysis of his right hand, known as writer’s cramp, from
which he never recovered. He learned to write with his
left hand, rarely using his right, so that most of the present
generation at the Bar are doubtless unfamiliar with his
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natural handwriting, which was excellent. He was the
first person in Bangor, I believe, to operate a typewriter
or engage the services of a stenographer.
Soon after the dissolution of the firm of Peters and
Wilson he took as a junior partner the late Justice Wood
ard, a young man then but recently admitted to this Bar,
and the firm of Wilson and Woodard continued for about
twenty years.
Mr. Wilson had a mind alert and vigorous to the last,
notwithstanding his bodily infirmity, and his quick grasp
of a subject was remarkable. His mind did not move
in technical channels but habitually took a broad and
equitable view of matters under consideration and he was
not hasty in reaching his conclusions. His advice and
services were widely sought in legal and business matters
and he held many positions of trust and of great impor
tance, not only in this city but elsewhere.
Mr. Wilson was, I think, the pioneer at this Bar in
conducting a large and successful business practically
out of Court. His tastes did not lead him into trials of
fact and he was anxious to settle all cases where a reasonable
settlement could be made. Although during the six
years he was in partnership with Judge Peters he frequent
ly appeared in Court, yet there are probably few now at
this Bar who remember to have ever seen him engaged in
the trial of a cause, as during the partnership of Wilson
and Woodard the latter attended to the trial work. I
have often felt that with his charming personality, power
of lucid statement, quickness of comprehension, candor
and strong common sense, he would have been a very
successful advocate before the jury and would have made
a strong impression on the Court in the argument of legal
questions. I feel sure that he would have enjoyed the
preparation and argument of legal questions.
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His ability and integrity were recognized throughout
the State where he had a wide acquaintance and he was
offered a position on the Bench, which, however, after
due consideration, was declined. It is a singular coinci
dence that Mr. Wilson should have had as his only partners
two men who were elevated to the Bench and that he
himself should also have had an opportunity to accept a
like position. He had the judicial temperament, great
patience under trying conditions and I believe would have
made an excellent Judge, especially in equity matters.
He was a man of the very highest type of character.
Of unquestioned integrity, of the kind not of policy but of
conscience, he scorned meanness and subterfuge of every
form. He was extremely industrious, working constantly
until the last few years of his life, when his state of health
required that he should somewhat relax from his labors.
Until a critical illness abroad a few years ago his health
was excellent and his physical activity was that of a
young man. I remember to have seen him a few years ago
running up the stairs in his office building like a boy. He
had strong literary tastes and read much in his hours of
leisure.
Of those qualities of heart and mind that hold us to
our friends with hooks of steel, I would that it might be
left to others to recall because of our intimate relations
and close ties for so many years, yet I cannot forbear, out
of the love and affection for his memory which I shall
cherish as long as life lasts, to offer a few poor words in
testimony of those qualities which he possessed to such
an eminent degree and which made him one of the most
lovable men it has been my good fortune ever to have
known.
He was affable, courteous, sympathetic, kind hearted,
generous, unselfish, charitable, of a singularly sweet and
even temper and one of the truest gentlemen that ever

8

Tributes to the Memory of Franklin A. Wilson

lived. He had a fine sense of humor which, together with
a most happy disposition, caused him always to appear to
me as a contemporary rather than as an elder and made
him one of the most delightful of companions.
His sympathy was spontaneous. I have seen him
when hurrying to an appointment or on some pressing
business stop to inquire from a weeping small boy the
cause of his tears.
His charities were many and unheralded and his
patience and kindheartedness were such that serious
inroads were made on his valuable time to the point of
imposition.
His promptness to the end of his life was exemplary.
I have known him within a few years to rise early and look
over some land on the outskirts of the city in order to get
the matter out of the way before business hours, although
not of pressing importance. In the last office he occupied
before the recent fire a card stood on his desk with these
words in prominent type “ Do It Now.” Whether he felt
that he needed a spur to hold him to prompt habits in his
declining years, I do not know, but it does not seem to me
that there was any such necessity.
With his office and law library destroyed by fire, with
great doubt about the safety of valuable papers in his
office vault and with anxiety about the condition of the
contents of the security vault in which he had valuables
deposited, and after having left his beautiful home in the
path of the flames never to see it again, as he supposed,
he nevertheless appeared, to the amazement of his friends,
calm and undisturbed. He was indeed a true philosopher.
He was a constant attendant at church and a sincere
Christian of the Unitarian faith, although not ostentatious
in the profession of his belief, and with a liberal mind for
those of other beliefs.
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After a blameless life, full of years and of honors, with
malice toward none and with charity for all and with, I
believe, an abiding faith in immortality, he calmly sank
into that sleep that knows no waking.
Thus he lived; thus he died. Those beautiful lines of
the poet which he quoted a few years ago at the memorial
exercises of this Bar, held on the occasion of the death of
Chief Justice Peters, seem singularly applicable to him as
well:
And so beside the silent sea
I wait the muffled oar,
No harm can come from Him to me
On ocean or on shore.
I know not where His islands lift
Their fronded palms in air;
I only know I cannot drift
Beyond His love and care.
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Remarks of Frederick H. Appleton

Hon. Frederick H. Appleton was the next speaker,
and his remarks are given below.
May it please the Court:
The death of Brother Wilson removed from this Bar
its oldest and most distinguished member and from this
city a citizen universally respected by persons of all classes,
creeds and parties. The announcement of his death, as
it was mournfully communicated from one person to another,
on every side called forth expressions of deep regret. It
is rare that the passing on of a man evokes so many and so
universal expressions of a loss that is felt to be individual
and personal. It sometimes seems to me that in the pres
ence of a sorrow like this, that the heart best expresses it
self by silence; that contemplation and meditation are
the most soothing handmaids that sorrow can have. But
the universal custom of this Bar has been, upon the death
of one of its members, to take a brief hour from the press
of business, and in this room where our lives are largely
spent, to consider and reflect upon the qualities of a man
who has left so deep an impress upon the Bar and the com
munity.
I knew Brother Wilson long and intimately. More
than forty years ago I studied law in his office and went from
his office to the Bar, and during all the time that intervened
between then and the day of his death I enjoyed the high
privilege of his friendship, which was never blurred by the
shadow of a misunderstanding. When I was in his
office he was in the flush of vigor and early manhood and
had a large and lucrative practice, constantly increasing
until it became as large, if not the largest, practice, of any
member of this Bar. His mental processes were rapid,
his industry untiring, his integrity unimpeachable, his de
votion to his clients wholesouled and abiding, his sense of
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justice inborn and fundamental and to all these qualities
were added a keen sense of humor, the talent of the racon
teur, and the indefinable attractiveness of a charming per
sonality.
I well remember Brother Wilson in his office—a busy,
industrious man with an unusual talent for dispatching
business—outwardly at least, unruffled by its care and per
plexities—kind and considerate of his students, cordial to his
clients, relieving the seriousness of their business by some
flash of fun that made its disposition all the easier for them
both, and generally radiating an atmosphere of sunshine in
which it was a pleasure to be and to linger. His office was
never a loafing place, but it was a dropping-in place where
his many friends would often come to exchange greetings
with him or for a moment of pleasant diversion.
I well remember Brother Wilson in court where he tried
many cases to the jury and won many verdicts. He was
always master of the law and facts of his case, and I think
the key to his success as an advocate was the fairness with
which he presented his case. He hated subterfuge and
sham, and never resorted to technicalities nor indulged in
declamation. He rather appealed to the reason and under
standing of the jury in language plain and direct, delivered
with a simplicity and candor that impressed his hearers
with the truth of what he said.
Equipped as Brother Wilson was, it is easy for us to
see why he was sought for to fill places of trust and large
responsibility, and why he discharged their sometimes
exacting and complicated duties with credit to himself
and to the satisfaction of all parties interested. He was
not a man of moods; he was always genial and courteous,
and cordial and democratic. At times deeply serious
when his business or the occasion demanded it, at other
times giving full rein to a racy humor often illustrated by
some apt story or anecdote charmingly told. He was
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public spirited, always identified in any work or measure
that he thought would make for the prosperity of the city,
and freely gave of his time and his means toward their
accomplishment. His charities were broad, and generous
ly and freely given without publicity or ostentation, and
it can be truly said that no deserving person ever appealed
to him for assistance in vain, and that no deserving charity
ever passed by him unaided.
The death of such a man leaves a void in the com
munity well nigh impossible to fill, and in the hearts of
his many friends a sense of personal bereavement which
time may perhaps soften, but never obliterate. His
memory will always be a shrine of pleasant thoughts.
I second the request that there solutions of this Bar
in memory of Brother Wilson be ordered by the Court to
be spread upon its records.

Tributes to the Memory of Franklin A. Wilson

Remarks

of
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Matthew Laughlin, Esq., Upon
Franklin A. Wilson.

May it please the Court:
In accordance with a beautiful and commendable cus
tom, the members of our Bar have met to give expression
in appropriate terms of their appreciation of the worth and
character of its President and oldest member, and of their
profound sense of grief at his loss. It is highly proper that
we should do this for Mr. Wilson for whenever we have met
to arrange memorial exercises for one of our departed mem
bers, whether the humblest or most distinguished, he was
always present when he could be to aid us by his sensible
and unassuming suggestions.
It is sad to recall that the last time we met him here,
he told us with marked evidence of deep emotion how he
lamented the death of his life-long friend, Gen. Hamlin,
from whom he had a short time before received a farewell
note of affection written when he was so physically ex
hausted that he fell asleep three times while writing it. We
honor the memory of both here today.
It was only while reading law that I had an opportunity
of observing Mr Wilson in the trial of causes. In his early
days, trials were often conducted by counsel in a manner
now happily almost unknown, characterized by intense
personal feeling and acrimony. He was then noted for the
urbanity and gentleness he always exhibited in after life.
He was a conspicuous example of what quiet persistency
can accomplish where aggressiveness fails. He addressed
the court or jury in chaste diction, with ease and fluency.
He possessed in an unusual degree the faculty of clear
statement, always a powerful auxiliary to success at the
Bar. He had the legal instinct and a keen, legal mind.
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More than a quarter of a century ago, he gave up
almost wholly active court practice and devoted his time
to a large and lucrative practice outside the courts, a kind
congenial to most lawyers after many years of hard forensic
labor in which he had then long been engaged. To the last,
he took a deep interest in the law, lawyers, and courts. He
was eminent as a practitioner and counselor. By taking a
broad and practical view of legal questions he arrived at
correct conclusions, but not always by the methods of the
"black letter” lawyer.
He managed large corporate interests with wisdom and
unerring sagacity. While investing the money of others,
he exercised more caution than he would with his own. He
controlled successfully for many years in this section the
legal business of the Maine Central Railroad. He ad
justed claims against it equitably and in a spirit of fairness,
it might be said—generosity. He wisely saw that in such
cases in the end liberality is economy.
He was one of our best and worthiest citizens, an orna
ment to the Bar and to society. When a person has reached
the height of success, we are too prone to forget the efforts
he made to attain it. He achieved his honorable distinc
tion, not by inherited fortune, not by the influence of friends,
not by courting popular favor, but by earnest and per
severing exertions, and by early acquired habits of untir
ing application and industry. He had the marked charac
teristics of the well-bred gentleman, knowledge, an easy,
courtly, and sympathetic manner, and a deferential regard
for the rights and feelings of others. Wherever he was met,
there was a delightful charm in his demeanor and con
versation that made and retained friends. Scarcely
another person in this State could have left us of whom so
many people would say, “he was my friend, faithful, just
and generous to me.”
He was always ready to do more than reasonably could
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be expected of him. Many people in this, his home city,
have told how, unsolicited, he had done kind and helpful
things for them, each thinking, perhaps, his own case
exceptional, hardly realizing how anyone could have such
a broad, humane, and liberal spirit. He possessed the
confidence of the entire community to an extent rarely
equalled. After his death, the universal comment was
that a good man had left us. It is eminently fitting
that we commemorate the good deeds of such a man, whose
example and influence tended in some degree to make the
world nobler, and purer, and better.
I am paying but a small part of the debt of gratitude I
owe him, who was always a true and generous friend to
me, when I place this wreath of affectionate esteem upon his
bier and give this humble and heartfelt testimonial in his
praise. I am aware that the language of encomium upon the
merits of departed friends is sometimes, excusably per
haps, extravagant, but it is only the simple truth to say of
Mr. Wilson that in his business and professional life, his
honor was stainless, and his integrity inflexible, and in his
private life, his character was without a blemish. In all
the attributes that constitute the upright citizen, the good
neighbor, the affable, dignified, courteous, and self-poised
gentleman, the loyal, helpful, magnanimous friend, in pros
perity or in adversity, I have never known his equal.

Tributes to the Memory of

General Charles Hamlin
Born September 13, 1837

Remarks

Died May 15, 1911

of

E. C. Ryder

Within the last six months, the Penobscot Bar has lost
two of its most distinguished members. Both were
prominent in their profession and both for many years
had been closely identified with the legal, political and
business affairs of the state. Seldom is a bar association
called upon to hold exercises in memory of two of its
most distinguished members at one time.
It is of Mr. Hamlin that I propose to speak, leaving to
others the privilege of speaking of the deceased president
of the association, whom we all loved and for whom we
all had the highest regard.
The announcement of General Hamlin’s death, which
occurred at his home in this city, May 15, 1911, was re
ceived with sincere regret by the community at large,
and with deep sorrow by the members of the legal pro
fession, with whom he had been associated for many years.
Few of us here today, perhaps not one, can remember
when Mr. Hamlin was not prominent in the legal affairs
of the state. He had a wide circle of acquaintances and
very many close friends.
Charles Hamlin was born Septemberl3, 1837, in
Hampden, Maine, where his distinguished father was
then practicing law, and where he began that brilliant
career which made him one of Maine’s most eminent
statesmen.
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General Hamlin received his preliminary education in
the schools of Maine and entered Bowdoin college in 1853
at the age of sixteen years, graduating from that institu
tion in 1857.
Immediately after the completion of his college course,
he commenced the study of law in the office of his father,
then a member of the United States Senate. In October,
1858, he was admitted to the bar and immediately com
menced the practice of his profession in Orland, then a
small town in Hancock county.
Soon after, like thousands of others, he abandoned his
profession temporarily and entered the union army, serv
ing with distinction until the close of the war. For his
services in the field at Gettysburg he was officially thanked
by his division commander. In 1865 he severed his con
nection with the army, having been brevetted Brigadier
General of Volunteers and entered upon the general
practice of law in this city. It is not possible at this
time to give a detailed account of Mr. Hamlin’s profession
al life.
He loved his profession and was learned in the law,
particularly its history. While he was a general prac
titioner, his practice was largely connected with the
bankruptcy and insolvency law, and he oftener appeared
in the bankruptcy and insolvency courts. For years he
was considered an authority upon all questions involving
bankruptcy and insolvency law. He was the author of a
very creditable work upon the insolvency laws of Maine.
For many years he was associated with the late Jasper
Hutchings. Aside from their business relations, the two
men were the closest friends, each recognizing in the other
those sterling qualities which both possessed in high
degree.
From the beginning Mr. Hamlin had the confidence of
the business community and held many positions of trust
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and responsibility. Soon after he resumed the practice
of law in Bangor he was elected City Solicitor, giving to
the affairs of the city that same care and faithful service
which he has since given to every trust committed to him.
In 1868 he was appointed Register of Bankruptcy, which
position he held until the repeal of the statute in 1878.
Under the statute of 1868 the Register was an office of
responsibility. Mr. Hamlin’s jurisdiction extended over
a large territory and the burdens of the office were heavy,
but he discharged the duties with ability and credit.
In 1883 and again in 1885 he was elected a member of
the lower house of the Maine Legislature. In 1885 he
was elected speaker, presiding over that body with marked
distinction. In 1867 Mr. Hamlin was appointed U. S.
Commissioner, which position he held at the time of his
death. He was Reporter of Decisions from 1888 to 1905,
a period of sixteen years. He was active in the business
affairs of the city and held many positions of trust. He
was also connected with many of the charitable institu
tions of the city, giving to them his time and best efforts.
He was a man of studious habits and fine literary
tastes. He had a large library of general literature
selected with care, of which he was justly proud, and
among the books of which he spent much time and from
which he got much enjoyment the last years of his life.
He had a retentive memory and a vast fund of general
information. His acquaintance with the men who were
contemporaries of his distinguished father, his familiarity
with the events of those stirring times, his knowledge of
the world, gained by travel and study made him a most
entertaining companion. He had a fund of good stories
from which he frequently drew to the pleasure of all with
whom he came in contact. He was an enthusiastic
worker, whatever he did he did with all his powers, and
did it well. He was a writer of no mean ability. Beside
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his legal writings, he wrote the life of the late Chief Justice
Appleton, one of the series of Great American Lawyers.
He also was one of the editors of Maine at Gettysburg,
a contributor to the Green Bag in a series of articles on
the Supreme Court of Maine which included biographical
sketches of its justices. All his literary productions
showed care and research. His lectures before the stu
dents of the Law School in this city were models of their
kind.
Perhaps it was as Reporter of Decisions that Mr.
Hamlin’s literary ability can best be judged. He was
appointed in 1888 and held the position for sixteen years.
During that time he edited volumes 81 to 98, both in
clusive, of the Maine Reports and part of volume 99.
He loved the work, was eminently fitted for it, consequent
ly he made an efficient, capable reporter. He was pains
taking, giving his attention to every detail of the work.
He not only gave his attention to the literary matter,
but to the makeup of the volume itself. During his
term of office many of the headnotes were written by the
reporter.
He spent a great deal of time digesting the cases and
making himself familiar with the issues involved before
writing the headnotes. The result is the headnotes in the
volumes he edited are of great assistance to the practition
er. He carefully examined the text of the opinion and
verified every authority cited. The statement of facts
preceding each opinion is full, stating the issues involved
briefly but clearly. The eighteen volumes are a monu
ment to his industry and literary ability.
In his association with his fellows, Mr. Hamlin was
courteous, tolerant, fair. His professional standards
were high and he always observed the highest tenets of
professional ethics. He was free from affectation, always
genial, always courteous. Sorely afflicted during the
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latter years of his life, that affliction did not make him
less genial, less affable or less courteous. He retained
that same even temperament, that same genial happy dis
position to the end.
Those who had the good fortune to visit him in his
beautiful home know of his warm greeting, his open
hospitality and good fellowship.
I cannot close what I have to say of Mr. Hamlin better
than to quote from one of the daily papers published
immediately after his death.
“His life was marked by patriotism, industry and
good citizenship. The long success of honors bestowed
upon him by the people of his native city, those who
knew him for his ability, his fidelity to any interests which
he adopted, is all sufficient endorsement of the man.
There were few idle moments in his life. He was a
profound student, cultured and a thinker. His per
sonality was dignified but always affable. His memory
will be long cherished by those who knew him best.”
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Remarks

of

21

Hugo Clark, Esq.

Hugo Clark, Esq., was the next speaker, and his address
follows:
The evidence in the case of Charles Hamlin, soldier
and savant, is closed. By the verdict of history he will
be found not wanting. The public press has only recently
recounted the events of his life. Resolutions have been
passed in his respect by his former associates in many
corporations, both business and eleemosynary. Clients,
friends and contemporaries have paid their tribute in
words of praise less formal, but no less sincere or justly due.
The dates and detailed accounts of the chief events of
his life are preserved in many books and libraries in a more
permanent form available and accessible for all time.
Enumeration is not needed for us who knew him.
To add much to what has been voiced would be diffi
cult. Charles Hamlin’s sphere of life was large. His
view was broad. His integrity was unimpeachable. The
scope of his interests and activities was unusually wide.
He lived a long, busy and useful life. His acquaintance
was extensive. His friendships were numerous and
intimate. His sympathies welled deep and responsive.
General Hamlin had personality and much strength and
charm of it.
When such a man passes and his memory is honored
on an occasion like the exercises being held here today,
the very flood-gates of recollection are opened. The
mind is inundated with the mental pictures of many
scenes and semblances in which he participated or was the
central figure. Some are fresh in memory. Others
almost lost sight of, if not forgotten. Still others were
written on the pages of history before some of us were
born. Such are his deeds of bravery and gallantry in
war and battle. His brilliant military service is in the
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record and will live in memory undying. He was in many
battles of the war. At Gettysburg, General Hamlin, at
the age of 26, was adjutant general of Humphrey’s
Division of Sickles, Fighting Third Corps. General
Humphreys expressed in his official report of the battle
the “ sense of the obligations he was under for the valuable
services rendered him on the field by Major Hamlin.”
We call to mind characteristics which have endeared
him to us. There pass in review countless tokens of his
generosity and loyalty. There are the useful and abiding
results of his years of earnest and conscientious public
service. We recall the high quality of his public virtue
and his personal worth. Another memory, bearing with
it the most kindly solace, is the affection he held for the
Bar and its members.
Charles Hamlin’s most notable achievements have been
those of sword and pen. They were important and dis
tinguished. His most notable characteristics were courage,
industry, loyalty, generosity and contentment. He was
a man of broadest culture, and a force in the community.
It has sometimes been stated that the courageous may
never look upon the face of peace. Charles Hamlin’s
life was a daily witness to the fallacy of this saying.
In his faculty of seizing some meed of enjoyment as
each day passed is found to no small extent, the basis of
his serenity of mind. General Hamlin’s life was a cheer
ing influence to those about him. Not only that, but he
was a happy man himself. Without letting go of his
ideals or swerving from his aspirations, he was never
restless or discontented.
The poet says:
" There is a jewel which no Indian mine can buy,
No chemic art can counterfeit :
It makes man rich in direst poverty,
Makes water wine, turns wooden cups to gold,
And homeliest sounds to sweetest music’s strain.
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It seldom comes—to few by heaven sent—
That much in little, all in nought content.”

General Hamlin was the possessor of this rare and
priceless jewel of contentment. He held it and enjoyed
it to the full, under the title of absolute and unqualified
ownership. He piled his books upon books. From his
youth to the end of his life he was a student, aye, a scholar
in the broad sense, rich with the lore of all ages. Through
out his life there was constant evidence in his every action
of adherence to ideals which were wholesome and lofty.
While he aspired successfully to be practical and useful,
there was in him a gentleness and a warm appreciation
of the fine and beautiful.
General Hamlin was the author of the history of the
life of the late Chief Justice Appleton, one of the series
of biographies published a few years ago, entitled “Great
American Lawyers.” This work was eagerly accepted
by the editors and publishers with warmest approval.
It has been commented on by competent critics with the
highest favor as a work of distinct literary merit, as well
as a highly deserved tribute to a great jurist.
When we consider that General Hamlin accomplished
so much and won so many of life’s prizes, it is natural to
wonder what he might not have achieved had he been
spared the invisible, but no less onerous, infliction of
loss of hearing. Notable among his forensic efforts is
his address, delivered October 3, 1889, on the occasion of
the completion and turning over of the monuments on
the Gettysburg battlefield erected to the soldiers of Maine.
A single sentence from this speech serves to show the purity
and strength of his elegant diction:
“A patriotic and generous people have caused these
monuments made from the enduring granite of our own
hills to be erected to the memory of their sons who fell
here.”
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General Hamlin found his great life work in the office
of Reporter of Decisions of the Supreme Judicial Court
of Maine. Between December 8, 1888, and July 9, 1904,
he reported 3836 cases. It is difficult to conceive the
variety and extent of the subject matter, the great amount
of wealth in money and property, and the human interest
and passions, involved in this vast mass of litigation. Not
only did Gen. Hamlin fill the office of reporter with signal
ability and benefit to the state and to posterity, but he
adorned and dignified it. He had a fine discrimination
which enabled him to know just what to print and what
not to print in order to make the decision and the report
of it most valuable for all time. His industry was the
fulcrum on which the power of his learning and ability
were exerted. The result shows for itself. The Maine
Reports will endure long after the monuments of Maine
granite he placed on the field of Gettysburg have crumbled
to the dust and been replaced by a grateful people with
new ones yet more imposing.
Sometimes it is possible to arrive at an intimate view
of a man’s life by mentioning some of the things that he
never did. Charles Hamlin never lost sight of
Demosthenes’ maxim that writing is the mother of oratory.
He never subjected himself to the evil consequences of
procrastination. In his office practice, recognizing the
ability of attorneys to transact their business with dis
patch, and the further fact that members of the bar are
adjuncts of the court, having offices of their own to be
kept open, he seldom kept them waiting when they called
to see him on business. In stating grounds for his de
cisions in cases coming before him as United States Com
missioner, he never distorted a contention of counsel in
order to give color of reason to his own judgment. He
never refused to exert his influence in any good cause
merely because no provision had been made in the plan
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to give him office, emolument, place or prominence. He
never emphasized defects by unnecessary comment when
the time could be more profitably utilized in bringing
about an altered situation for the better. He was never
disloyal to an interest entrusted to him. He never
failed to respond to the appeal of a client or the signal of
distress of a friend. He seldom, if ever, failed to yield
to his man generous impulses. He was never ravished
by the whistling of a name. He never lost his belief in
the principle that, other things being equal, the highest
grade of public service is obtainable through a wholesome
and virtuous application of the maxim of practical politics,
that to the victors belong the spoils.
While he realized that corporations and large ones,
too, were indispensable to the business of the country,
he yet never abandoned the bulwarked though common
place principle that competition is the life of trade. With
strong sympathies towards utilitarianism, and with most
democratic social tendencies, he never sympathized with
alterations in our system of government tending toward
short cuts to hasty or popular action. He never spared
the lash when a plagiarism was detected or an attempt
brought to light to filch credit for some service or event
of history. A fleeting glimpse of his delightful personality,
so feelingly referred to in the resolutions drawn by Brother
Appleton, can be caught by mentioning another thing
that he never did. He never violated a convention
without doing it so gracefully that the breach was either
not noticed or was forgiven as soon as done. His com
radeship was delightful.
He so lived and achieved that judged by the fair
standard of what other men accomplish in life without
handicap, he reached the heights in spite of his deprivation.
It can be said of Charles Hamlin that—
“His life was gentle: and the elements
So mixed in him, that Nature might stand up
And say to all the world, this was a man.”
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Letter from Ex-Chief Justice Lucilius A. Emery.

Ellsworth, Nov. 1, 1911.
My Dear Appleton :
I very much regret that a temporary indisposition
confining me to the house for a few days prevents my
being present to join in Bar Memorial exercises in memory
of Brothers Wilson and Hamlin.
I could add nothing to what will be said of them but
I did want to testify by my personal presence my great
respect and affection for both of them.
Each had that indefinable splendid quality we call
“character.” No one ever associated anything small or
mean with either of them.
I can only say I admired, respected and loved them.
Their death caused me much personal sorrow and took
much out of my life. As myself a member of the Penob
scot Bar I join in the Bar’s testimony to their worth.
Sincerely yours,
L. A. Emery.
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J. Willis Crosby, Esq., of Dexter, son of the late Hon.
Josiah Crosby (for many years an intimate friend and
associate at the Bar of both Mr. Wilson and General Ham
lin) spoke as follows:—

Mr. Crosby’s Remarks
May it please the Court:
I wish to add a few words in appreciation of Mr. Wil
son and General Hamlin.
I had known Mr. Wilson for many years—in fact since
a small boy, when coming to Court with my father who
was for many years a close and intimate friend of Mr.
Wilson. I can recall—back many years—the former law
firm of Peters and Wilson—afterwards dissolved by the
appointment of Chief Justice Peters to the Bench.
Mr. Wilson was my ideal of—in the highest sense—a
good lawyer—the business lawyer, a man of the highest
standing both at the Bar and as an accurate business
man. I think of him not only as a leading attorney of
long experience and ripe judgment, but as a Trustee of
the Hersey estate—the President of the Maine Central
and several banks and other corporations.
This is an age—please the Court—when personal
standing, after all, does count, and the high personal
standing of Mr. Wilson, both at the Bar and in commercial
circles, may well be emulated by our younger members of
the Bar.
To a genial and kindly disposition, Mr. Wilson added
the worth and experience of a good lawyer, a trusted
counselor and a high minded and level headed practition
er who will be missed, whose place will be hard to fill.
Of General Hamlin I might repeat almost the same
words. His record in former years in the United States
Courts and as Reporter of Decisions always showed the
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careful attention of the good lawyer and the accurate
practitioner. Of the same genial personality, both General
Hamlin and Mr. Wilson will long be remembered.
I recall the class anniversary at Bowdoin of General
Hamlin’s class two years ago, at their fiftieth reunion,
when we all arose so quickly when their class entered the
church.
But unnecessary to add further words to the life and
record of each of these two men. Their memory will
always be held in the highest regard, and after all, what
higher tribute could we give them than the kindly re
membrance—the lasting heritage—of a noble life and an
honored name—so fully exemplified in the lives of Mr.
Wilson and General Hamlin.
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Justice King

Gentlemen of the Bar:—
The Court has listened with deep interest to your
sympathetic tributes to the memory of your deceased
brothers, Franklin A. Wilson and Charles Hamlin. They
were in the front ranks of our profession when I came to
the Bar. I knew both of them personally for many years,
but I did not have the pleasure and honor of such an
intimate personal acquaintance with them that I can
speak specially and discriminatingly, as you have done,
of the many qualities and characteristics which manifestly
distinguished them. Were it otherwise, no words of
mine could make their work and worth more apparent,
and the lessons of their lives more effective, than your
fitting and appropriate words have done. It is better,
then, that I should not attempt to speak of them personal
ly, other than to say that from my acquaintance with
them I feel sure that their lives and characters fully merit
all that you have so beautifully said of them.
I have been deeply stirred by these solemn ceremonies
in memory of these estimable and distinguished members
of the Bar. It is, perhaps, better that nothing more be
said. But it does us no harm, and perhaps good some
times, to be stirred deeply; and it is well for us to ponder
such thoughts as are forced upon us by an occasion like
this. How true it is that when death takes away one
with whom we have been in contact our feelings change
with painful suddenness. If with him we had been in
earnest combat, his fallen sword sheathes ours. Feelings
of resentment toward him, if any such there were, are
gone as if they had not been. The flush of purpose to
overcome him passes from us like a shadow, and our
excited emotions change to composure and reflection. If
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with him we had not been in combat but communion, if
we had been united with him by ties of business, of social
life, of friendship, of family, when those ties are severed
by death we stagger and sometimes fall. When a business
man is taken away his associate then realises how much
of the load of care he bore. When a bright friendship is
gone time only can adjust us to our diminished light of
good cheer. And when the family circle is broken it can
never be made whole again.
No wonder then that in all ages and among all peoples
death has been a cause of dread, and the dead a subject of
serious contemplation. It is the natural thought of the
living that death has its sting and the grave its victory.
That may not be true. Some poet has beautifully suggest
ed that it is not. I recall the thought, but perhaps not
the exact words of his song :
We pass—these sleep
Beneath the shade where deep-leaved boughs
Bend o’er the furrows the Great Reaper ploughs,
And gentle summer winds in mazy sweep
Whirl in eddying waves
The dead leaves o’er the graves.
And the living sigh:
Forgotten ones, so soon your memories die.
Ye never more may list the wild bird’s song,
Or mingle in the crowded city-throng.
Ye must ever dwell in gloom,
’Mid the silence of the tomb.

And the dead reply:
God giveth us His life. Ye die,
Your barren lives are tilled with tears,
For glory, ye are clad with fears.
Oh, living ones! Oh, earthly shades !
We live; your beauty clouds and fades.

The thought of the poet may be right. The reply of
the dead may rise in truth above the sigh of the living.
Who knows?
Nevertheless, if our barren lives are to be tilled with
tears it is from the lives and deeds of others that we may
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make those lives more fruitful. These ceremonies cannot
change the state of the dead. For us is the benefit. It is
well then, when death enters the Bar and calls a member
out, that we pause in our activities and contemplate, not
so much his destiny, but his virtues, that we may be
helped in the discharge of our duties.
Such solemn ceremonies also deeply impress upon us
the fact of individual responsibility. If it be important
that we forget not to so live that we may leave footprints
on the sands of time, it is no less important that we re
member the inexorable law that we cannot avoid leaving
footprints if we would. They are not effaced by the steps
of others. We cannot go back and change them if we
would. They remain and, in a sense, are distinguishable
as ours by those who come after. When the step shortens,
the strength weakens, and the traveler rests himself in
the evening of life, keen will be his remorse if he must
then reflect that he chose to walk in the lowlands, beset
with temptations that he was barely able to overcome,
and that another, weaker than he, may follow his path,
because it was his, and be lost. On the other hand, happy
will he be who may then be permitted to see in his western
sky something of the deepening glories of his own well
spent life, and realize that his footsteps were made upon
the highlands in the light of truth and integrity, and
wherein another may walk with reasonable safety. Of
this latter class, I feel assured, were Franklin A. Wilson
and Charles Hamlin.
The resolutions are accepted and it is ordered that
they be made a part of the records of this Court. And
now, as a further mark of respect to the memory of these
deceased members of this Bar, this Court will finally ad
journ.

“ Dear friends, I greet you, who come here today
To do me honor, tho’ my lips are still.
I lie here in your midst and may not speak
As erst I would, but still grieve not, I pray,
That this must be. ’Tis but the lot of all.
And life has been to me so rich a gift,
’Twere worth the pain of parting to have known.
Long have mine eyes met yours in kindly glance,
My hand clasped yours, and I have trod
The busy streets, not as a stranger might,
But ever as a brother well beloved
Of some vast family, where each to each
Clings close, bound fast with some most sacred tie.
And friends, my lips have known Love’s purest touch;
My hands are warm with Honor’s daily clasp;
And when in days to come you speak my name,
Say, though I’ve known life in both calm and storm,
I yet have kept my name and conscience fair,
And pray, forever that you hold them so.”

